a7 R R M E

O4ﬁ40ﬁm45%3oﬁj

== PR
Ao (SRR IN ) (50 4y

i

A

*

ol

1 ERKIZONWT
(1) fRERRIE LT,
ROFEDOIIRIINES T, FIEOM 2 2Nl ZME T2 HE B S
BZNTTRTHERRKOEDOENTZLE ZAHIT, Fo& ) LFEEX LSV,
(4) AW 3R LTEWITEEA.
(5) fRAEMMD = ANIEF D200 DT, MEICIERDY A,
2 MEAKIZOWT
(1) FROBEDIRRINE S T, KROFTEOMIZZRFE T E2HFE RSV,
(2) MEIEHTIMDY, FEEBRVTIR=T T,
O WOk EHWTEZ MBI 2TV E T,
O HE®DIZ->&E) LaweIAlE, F2h P THROEEICHE 2 IV,

w N
> =




T moxamecsz 2mmEes M)

i, No.1~No. 7OEHFTT7EH Y, MEITNTEETITONET . WEINLINEIC
DWTOEMIZZENZENEZ 2SIV, No. 1 ~No. 61, HEIZHTLE2E L TRDEYRDD

Z, A~DOHNRL—D2FT ORI, TOilritHEZX LRI, No. 7k, ThLENOEMI
BRIV, WEFAEZW->TOINTVEHA, ZHHEIZOWTIHE

- i 2

IHEET
2l OREINET,

Zh
E15]

[No.1~No.3] (%2 1)

No. 1

[ + ]
[lmmlmmlmml]
00O OO
A B C D
No. 2
(] an D | I | [
] = D T N P I N | MU )
A B C D
No. 3
/A O<«—B

Tsutsuji Station HH Saitama Chuo Station Hﬁ Blue Line

Q
O

D

X

O <«—C Purple Line

Orange Line




[ No.4,
No.4

A

C

No.b5
A
C

No.5] (%2 50
Will you get the movie tickets? B Don't buy a new bike.
Can you take me to the theater? D Meet my friends at the theater.
Excuse me, is that your smartphone? B Excuse me, how did you come here?
Do you know where the police station is? D What is my smartphone like?
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Question 1

Because the students will have the school trip in Tokyo.
Because the students will go to many countries.
Because the students will have an English class with tourists.

Because the students will leave for school if it’s sunny.

Question 2

They can ask a lot of tourists from other countries about Ms. White.
They can buy old money and cars there.
They can learn about Japanese history there.

They can find that they don't have a chance to go to Tokyo.

Question 3

To ask the tourists some questions about Japanese history.
To enjoy talking with people from other countries in English.
To learn some useful English expressions from Ms. White.

To ask the tourists how to communicate with people.
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Question 1 : When did Tomoko get a new watch?

Answer : She ( ).

Question 2 : Why did Tomoko’s family move out from her grandfather’'s house?
Answer : They had to move out because of ( ).
Question 3 : What is Tomoko's favorite present?

Answer : It's a watch her ( ).
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(One day, the students are talking in the classroom.)

Taiga :
Chiaki :
Taiga :

Lisa :

Taiga :

Chiaki -

Lisa :

Chiaki -

Lisa :

Taiga :

85
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I went to Utsunomiya City with my family last week.
That’s nice. How was it?
It was very good and I ate gvoza there. They were very delicious. The gyoza 1 ate
there were very [ I / the / from / make / ones / different ] at home. After eating
gyoza, we took the *LRT. That's my favorite memory.
The LRT? What is that?
The LRT is a kind of *streetcar. It has a lower floor than most streetcars, and it is
not difficult to get on the LRT because there are no *steps. Also, thanks to less noise
from the LRT, it was a comfortable ride.
Wow, I want to take it, too.
Me too. The news I watched last night said that there are other new kinds of
*public transportation.
I heard there are plans for *self-driving buses in Japan.
Why don’'t we do research on new kinds of public transportation?
That sounds good. Let’s do it.

LRT kAR i B L streetcar 1A FE L

step B public transportation 23332 R

self-driving bus BBz s 2

JINDFTRTCOFEZ, KLOTHNIIE D LI, ELWIERICER2Z TEE R IV,
(4 5)

THiBLets doitDdoitid, LD LI T L2 S LTVWE T HAETEELZ IV, (44)

AL [ 1| OWEIZET 2 ROEMC, FFETELR S V. (45

Why was it comfortable for Taiga to ride the LRT?



(The next day, Taiga talks about the LRT.)

Taiga :

Lisa :

Taiga :

Chiaki :

Taiga :

Lisa :

Taiga :

Lisa :

(%) operation 3

I've done some research on the LRT in Utsunomiya City. The LRT began *operation
in 2023.

So, the LRT is quite new! Tell me more about it.

The company set up about twenty stops for the LRT. Now, it has become easier for
people to go to Utsunomiya Station or other famous places in the city. The company
plans to *extend the LRT. It plans to begin operation of the extended line around 2030.
I see. By the way, has the population of Utsunomiya City grown because of the LRT?
Yes. Actually, the population of Utsunomiya City continued to grow for three years
until 2018.

For three years!

The company showed the LRT plan in 2016. People were happy to hear of it, and some
of them decided to live in the *LRT service area. A new elementary school opened
two years before the LRT began operation, too.

That's amazing! I think that the LRT has brought many changes to people and the
city.

~ZIERT 5

extend ~

LRT service area LRT 54T L T\ 5 Hbis

Ml 4 AZ[2]0WEEES LI12, KOFRNODLDIZHTIRE 2HFOMAADEE LTIE
Lubok, FOT~I0HHs 2R, ZOEsHEEnsw, (354)

%
Year Events in Utsunomiya City
The population of Utsunomiya City started to increase.
A new elementary school opened.
2023 The LRT began operation.
Around 2030 | The extended line of the LRT will begin operation.
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(Chiaki talks about another kind of public transportation.)

Chiaki : I did some research on self-driving buses in Japan. They are already used in some
areas.

Taiga : Oh, really? I'm surprised that there are areas which already have those buses in
operation. Technology is always improving, isn't it? I'm looking forward to seeing how
our lives will change in the future.

Lisa : That’s true. But why are those buses running in the area?

Taiga : I think there are not enough bus drivers.

Chiaki : Yeah, that's why self-driving buses are used. Instead of a bus driver, a staff member
rides the bus. The staff member is on the bus for emergencies. If something happens,
such as an earthquake, the staff member will control the bus by using something like a
video game controller. In the future, when self-driving technology is *fully developed,
drivers or staff members ( ) on the bus. However, it may
take time to develop such self-driving technology.

Taiga : By the way, where are the self-driving buses running?

Chiaki : They are running in areas with a large *elderly population. Some people say they are
happy to have a bus stop near their homes. The buses are needed for their daily lives.

(F) fully s24lc elderly 4ERLO

R 5 TSR, HEGERENSSEICRETLE, FETRAY v ZENALELRL %
HTLEDIEVIEIRICARD LH1Z, ( ZEY) 2 4 FEDORFEEFEE L SV, (4 1)
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People in some areas have stopped using buses with staff members.
In some areas of Japan, self-driving buses are used because the area is not large.
Self-driving buses will be developed because of many elderly people’s help.

In an emergency, the self-driving bus is controlled by a staff member.



(Lisa shares her idea.)

Lisa : I did a little research on the *Linear Chuo Shinkansen.

Taiga : I heard about it on the news. It's faster than the Shinkansen, isn't it? But we already
have the Shinkansen, and it's useful.

Chiaki : Yes, it is. Why is the Linear Chuo Shinkansen necessary?

Lisa : Well, the Tokaido Shinkansen already runs through Tokyo, Nagoya, and Osaka. But
developing the Linear Chuo Shinkansen will bring *faster and more stable passenger transport
between those big cities. Some people say that it will take only forty minutes to get to
Nagoya from Tokyo by the Linear Chuo Shinkansen.

Chiaki : Oh, I see. Now I understand why it is needed. Creating new kinds of public transportation
can really make our lives easier.

Taiga : Each new kind of public transportation has its own *purpose. I hope that new kinds of
public transportation will be developed to support different areas and the people who
use them.

(7#) Linear Chuo Shinkansen V) =7 Hvaeyresii
fast and stable passenger transport =ik CTZEE W 7 k%5 ik
purpose H

7 A1) ~[4]oWELED 510 Ko(), QOREEIHE b ENRL0E, F~I0
TP H—D2F O, TORLGEHEZI LIV, (%3 H)
(1) While the students were talking,
77 Lisa learned the purpose of different kinds of public transportation by taking the Linear
Chuo Shinkansen.
1 Chiaki took the self-driving bus and felt good because there was no bus driver.
r7  Taiga explained how different the LRT is from most streetcars.

I they realized that each new kind of public transportation is still expensive to use.

(2) According to the students,

the Linear Chuo Shinkansen will be used when an earthquake happens.

people in some areas of Japan can already use self-driving buses.

the LRT was made for students at the new elementary school in Utsunomiya City.

the LRT, self-driving buses, and the Linear Chuo Shinkansen will be created by the

H 3 A N

Same person.

M8 Wik, #AH® Lisa & TaigaDRFE T HRZWMNIZR S L H1Z, ( )2 E Y 72
SFELDLOEFEAFEX LIV, (447)
Lisa : It was interesting to know that there are new kinds of public transportation in
Japan.

Taiga : Yeah, are there any new kinds of public transportation you want to take?
Lisa: I wish ( ) the Linear Chuo Shinkansen right now.
Taiga : That would be nice. But some people say that we need to wait several years for it

to begin operation.
R 6 R
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Japanese restaurants often have *disposable chopsticks. While I was eating at a restaurant
last week, I wondered how disposable chopsticks were made and where they came from. So, I
did research on them in books and on the internet. By researching how disposable chopsticks
are made, I learned many things. For example, where the wood used to make them comes from
and how the trees grow in the forests.

There are two types of disposable chopsticks used in Japan, those made in Japan and those
made overseas. My research was about disposable chopsticks made in Japan. To explain how
disposable chopsticks are made in Japan, you need to know The trees used to make
houses and *furniture are grown in artificial forests because they need to be *as straight as possible.
In artificial forests, young trees are planted at narrow *intervals, and the number of trees is
reduced *as they grow. This way of reducing the number of trees is called *thinning. You may
think that it is *wasteful to thin them after taking the time to plant and grow young trees.
However, without thinning, the forests become too *dense, and grass cannot grow because
Without grass, good land for growing trees is easily washed away by rain, and the
land becomes *barren.

After the trees are cut, only the center part is used to make houses, furniture, and other
products. The other parts of the trees are not used. Wood from thinning is not used to make
large products because it is too small. Japanese disposable chopsticks are made from these small
pieces, so they have both economic and environmental *value. We can say that

These days, expensive Japanese disposable chopsticks made from thinned wood have become
popular. You don't need to break these chopsticks because they are already divided. They are
wrapped in beautiful paper. Some products also have a special design for the wrapping paper.
These expensive Japanese disposable chopsticks are not for one-time use at a restaurant. The
makers [ to / and / you / home / take / them / want ) use them there, too. They are seen as
small presents by tourists from other countries. No one would call such chopsticks “disposable
chopsticks.”

After all this research, I thought that Japan's artificial forests were kept in good condition
by thinning and the use of the thinned wood. But in fact, they are not kept in good condition.
*Imports of cheap wood from other countries began to increase around 1960, and Japan's
*self-sufficiency rate for wood fell below 50% in 1969. The rate was about 40% in 2022. As a
result, the number of people working in forests has *decreased, and the number of artificial
forests that cannot be thinned or taken care of has increased. So, the national government and
local governments are making plans. For example, they are trying to have more young people
who work in forests. They are also building roads for carrying wood.

What about forests in other countries? Forests are decreasing around the world because
people cut down trees to create *farmland, and also because of *acid rain or forest fires. An
effort to stop decreasing forest area was made at an international meeting in 2021. Some
countries and areas began efforts to increase forests by starting to plant trees. Now, they realize
that protecting forests also important for *coping with climate change. Some national
leaders say that they will take greater action to protect forests.

Through researching disposable chopsticks, I found that wood is *effectively used in Japan.
I have learned not only about Japan's forests but also about forests around the world. I have
also learned that an international effort was made to protect forests. In the past, some leaders
made similar efforts, and people thought the decreasing of forests would stop. However, some
of them failed to *achieve their goals of protecting forests. I thought that not only the national
governments, but also companies and *individuals should understand this problem and take

action. I would like to start by efforts to protect forests.

_7_
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it is used to protect forests around the world.

S

wood is used without waste to make Japanese disposable chopsticks.
sunlight cannot reach it.

we are growing trees by using chopsticks.

we need to create a better environment for people who work for forests.

$ % H I AN

how to grow trees for wood products.

M2 JNDOFTRTOFELR, KLOTNIIE D LI, IELWIERICER2Z TEHEE R E W,

(4 5)
M3 2| A |, | B |dTRILARIEIRLOE, KOWHH—-DFORY, &
BB LT, TNENELVWEII,IAZ THE LSV, (£3 1)
be break cut g0
hold sit support watch
M 4 ARXONFICHETHKROEMIZ, EFETEZ RSV, (457)
What did some countries and areas do to increase forests after 20217
M5 RIXOWHEIZHE) LHIT, ROFELD( WZHTIIF A Y 2%, 2B THEI LR
Vo (350
Wood from thinning is so small that it cannot ( ) to make a large product.

M 6 AXONELEIDBDE, ROTF~HOHPIPLITNTRY, TOilsx2EHEI LIV, (45)

77 Disposable chopsticks made in Japan are made from small wood pieces.

1 The national government is trying to increase the number of young workers to build
roads.

rJ7  Ryuji thought that individual action is enough to solve forest problems.

I Good land for growing trees doesn’t need grass.

7 International efforts are not always successful in protecting forests.

71 Japanese people often buy disposable chopsticks made in other countries to give to
friends as a present.
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Today, many people buy used things such as books or clothes. You can buy those kinds of
goods at some shops or online stores. On the other hand, some people like to buy new things.

Do you think more people will buy used things in the future?
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Hil I'm Nancy. I'm from
Canada. Where are you from?
is April 2, 2009. It
50 &
is Ken's birthday, too.
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) use them there, too.

© i

— a8

oS

5

i3

Ko

S

&

% j—

5 o

2 5

e <

e £

% g

R (]

,L o

Q| & <

Ho .

LS (- N o < o | © e

%.MA % * % * % * % * MW * MW * mi
~

At

3
20

1,

—~ —~ . b} . o
Q T g =
& ® 0 5 | peee
g —~ 5]
= S g 5
)
< %) o
— — g & 5
2 =
- -1 ! o b
< &
[ +
w ~~
Q
— < iflg
e - 3
S - 4 e
< o &
.lV.J =
= Yl
E Gl
— @
— >
= g
5 = 2
° b=
Q <
HE 3 — 8
5 = <
Ho g o o0
) - - £ S
a 2 o > =
N Lo = b ge
L I o 2 T
o oL
Zow | Ao > ~ o = .
o mu & n W
m = (] = o
o = 1) S|
— + Lnup - < -
W el = 8 = =
= ] o S . .0
m < 3 — g g
= 2l 5l = 3 3 7 g
2 2| 2|2 S 5 4 - &
ﬁ n = —~ & v 8 = O
) £ g 2 4
s — — — — ] + 3] — W ]
= I R G D) = g g =25
jmg
mef— < © o~ — N ) < o © o~ o0
=} =} =} o
%.mx Zox | 2 ox | A ox Z % %x %x %x %x %x %x %x %x

At

1
20

1,






